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28th THESSALONIKI INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTARY FESTIVAL // 5-15/3/2026
The Parallel Events of the 28th TIDF

DISCUSSIONS-MASTERCLASS

In Front of and Behind the Camera: My Directorial Debut in Documentary Filmmaking - Open discussion with Juliette Binoche
Wednesday March 11th // 11:00-12:15 // John Cassavetes

Having created her first documentary, In-I in Motion, which is making its Greek premiere at the 28th Thessaloniki International Documentary Festival, the highly acclaimed Juliette Binoche reflects on her experiences and insights into the dual role of actress and director. Moderator: Yorgos Krassakopoulos, Head of Program at the Thessaloniki International Film Festival.

*Free admission upon issuing a zero-price ticket from the Festival counters. Tickets will become available one day prior to the event. The discussion will be held in English, with a simultaneous translation in Greek. 

“Uncovering the Hidden Frame”: Masterclass with Bill Morrison
Tuesday March 10th // 11:00-12:30 // Pavlos Zannas 

Bill Morrison – often described as “the quintessential poet of lost films” for his practice of reframing forgotten cinematic images – will discuss his evolution as an artist and filmmaker, specifically addressing how archival footage has played a role in his practice, from his early, more experimental work using early cinema, through his documentaries of historic events using nitrate film, to his recent use of contemporary police bodyworn camera and surveillance footage.

**Free admission upon issuing a zero-price ticket from the Festival counters. Tickets will become available one day prior to the event. The masterclass will be held in English, with a simultaneous translation in Greek. 

Genealogy of the Future: Archives and Film
Monday March 9th // 11:00-12:30 // Pavlos Zannas 

This open discussion, organized as part of the Festival’s major tribute All the World’s Memory, explores how archives are preserved, activated, and transformed into living narrative material in contemporary cinema. The discussion highlights the many uses of archival material – as historical record, artistic tool, and raw source for new forms of storytelling. From film and official documents to personal images and digital traces, the archive is approached not as something static, but as a living organism that continues to engage with the present and inspire the future. The discussion will be preceded by a screening of the short film The Unknowing of Things, directed by Aristotelis Maragkos. Participants: Elizabeth Klinck, producer, researcher, and archival licensing specialist on award-winning documentaries; Vasilis Alexopoulos, Director of the ERT Archive; Amalia Pappa, Deputy Director General of the General State Archives; Éric Cambronne, British Pathé Licence Executive; Takis Zontiros, Greek Visions creator. Moderator: Marianna Kakounaki, journalist and filmmaker.

*Free admission upon issuing a zero-price ticket from the Festival counters. Tickets will become available one day prior to the event. The discussion will be held with a simultaneous translation in English and in Greek. 

We Live Among You - Extended Q&A and discussion 
Saturday March 7th // 17:00-19:00 // Frida Liappa   

Following the screening of the documentary We Live Among You (2025), directed by Maria Katsikadakou (Cyber), a Q&A panel discussion will take place to raise awareness around diabetes. Speaking from lived experience, participants aim to foster greater understanding and encourage meaningful support when needed. It is an issue that concerns us all. Speakers: Christos Daramilas, president of the Panhellenic Federation of People with Diabetes; Sofia Tsiakalou, President of the Hellenic Diabetes Federation; Christina Soulioti, President of the Athens Diabetes Association; Maria Katsikadakou (Cyber), filmmaker.

*Admission with ticket

Culture & Health: Time to Act
Tuesday March 10th // 15:00-16:00 // Takis Kanellopoulos theater (Thessaloniki Cinema Museum)

A presentation based on a new European report examining the role of culture in promoting mental and physical well-being. The session will include examples from across Europe, practical approaches, and an open discussion. Intended for those who believe that art can positively influence everyday life and shape our cities. Keynote Speaker: Margarita Alexomanolaki, Head of the Directorate of Performing Arts and Cinema of the Ministry of Culture, co-chair, OMC Group on
Culture and Health.

*Free admission. The discussion will be held in Greek. 

The Future of European Documentary Beyond Greece: Funding, Risk, and Responsibility - Open discussion with Hellas Doc
Wednesday March 11th // 13:00-14:30 // John Cassavetes

Across Europe, documentary production is confronting shrinking budgets, fewer commissions and increasingly fragmented financing, even as audience demand remains strong. Bringing together television representatives from France, Germany, Poland and Spain, alongside with industry professionals, this panel examines where risk now sits within the production chain, how decisions are made about which stories receive support, and what responsibilities different partners carry. Is Europe witnessing a temporary market adjustment, or a deeper transformation in how documentaries can be produced and sustained? Speakers: Anne-Laure Negrin, commissioning editor, ARTE (France/Germany), Magdalena Borowska, commissioning editor, Telewizja Polska S.A. (Poland), Montse Armengou Martin, commissioning editor, Televisió de Catalunya (Spain), Elisabeth Lehmann, commissioning editor, Deutsche Welle (Germany), Photini Economopoulou, producer, President of the Greek Documentary Association (Greece).

*Free admission upon issuing a zero-price ticket from the Festival counters. Tickets will become available one day prior to the event. The discussion will be held in English, with a simultaneous translation in Greek. 

FIPRESCI Panel: The Rising Importance of Documentaries and How Critics Can Deal With It
Wednesday March 11th // 15:00-17:00 // Takis Kanellopoulos (Thessaloniki Cinema Museum) 

As documentaries achieve unprecedented visibility and well-deserved recognition as artistically equal to fiction films, film critics have a responsibility to articulate their significance, providing rigorous analysis and critical appreciation of this distinct cinematic form. Speakers: Ahmed Shawky, President FIPRESCI; Marina Kostova, Vice President FIPRESCI; Alin Tasciyan, Film Critic and former Deputy General Secretary FIPRESCI; Stefanie Diekmann, Professor of film and media studies and a film critic and current member of the FIPRESCI Jury. Moderator: Vasilis Kechagias, President of the Greek Film Critics Association (PEKK).


*Free admission. The discussion will be held in English.

Photographs of the Kaisariani Execution and the Importance of Documenting the Historical Truth
Thursday March 12th // 13:00 // Warehouse C

Presentation and discussion held as part of the major tribute All the World’s Memory at the 28th Thessaloniki International Documentary Festival, featuring Dimitris P. Sotiropoulos, Professor of Contemporary Political History at the University of the Peloponnese, President of the General State Archives, and Secretary of the Editorial Board of Nea Estia newspaper.

*Free admission 

FIRST INTRODUCTION TO FILMOGRAPHY

First Introduction to FILMOGRAPHY
Friday March 13th // 11:00-12:30 // Pavlos Zannas

The new bilingual platform filmography.gr transforms data on Greek cinema into a tool for knowledge and interpretation, connecting films, people, and historical context. With documented information and digitized materials covering more than 2,000 films, it reveals patterns and collaborations, offering general audiences, students, and professionals new and reliable ways to explore the history and industry of Greek cinema. The project is implemented by the Thessaloniki International Film Festival, the Hellenic Film Academy, and the Hellenic Film and Audiovisual Center – Creative Greece, with funding from the National Recovery and Resilience Plan “Greece 2.0,” and with the consortium “OTE & Uni Systems” serving as contractors. This introductory presentation of filmography.gr, which will be publicly available in April 2026, will be delivered by members of the project team: Konstantinos Aivaliotis, Eleni Androutsopoulou, Lazaros Boudakidis, Orsalia-Eleni Cassavetes, Anastasia Melia Eleftheriou, Manolis Kranakis, Gelly Mademli, Thanis Paraskevopoulos, Nikos Pastras, Ioanna Rampaouni, Zisis Simaioforidis.

*Free admission upon issuing a zero-price ticket from the Festival counters. The discussion will be held with simultaneous translation into English.

HONORARY EVENTS

Honorary Golden Alexander to Bill Morrison 
Monday March 9th // 18:30 // Pavlos Zannas

The 28th Thessaloniki International Documentary Festival honors the highly acclaimed American artist and director, Bill Morison. In acknowledgment of his contribution to cinema, the Festival will present him with an honorary Golden Alexander. The award ceremony will be followed by a screening of his film Decasia (2002), the first film of the 21st century to win a place in the Library of Congress.

*Admission with ticket 

Honorary Golden Alexander to Vouvoula Skoura
Friday March 13th // 18:15 // Pavlos Zannas

The 28th Thessaloniki International Documentary Festival honors the prestigious Thessaloniki born artist and filmmaker Vouvoula Skoura. In acknowledgment of her contribution to Greek culture, the festival will present her with an honorary Golden Alexander. The award ceremony will be followed by a screening of her video installation Niki Marangou: Water Surfaces (2012) and the premiere of her latest film UTOPIA. The Poetics of Borders: Berlin – Nicosia (2025).

*Admission with ticket 

Honorary Golden Alexander to Yorgos Papalios
Saturday March 14th // 18:00 // Pavlos Zannas

The 28th Thessaloniki International Documentary Festival honors the legendary film producer Yorgos Papalios, recognizing his tireless contribution to modern Greek cinema and local cultural film policy. In acknowledgment of his oeuvre, the festival will present him with an honorary Golden Alexander. The award ceremony will be followed by a screening of the portrait documentary Running on Waves, directed by Yannis Karapiperidis.

*Admission with ticket 

SPECIAL SCREENINGS

Rewind
Saturday March 7th & Sunday March 8th 11:00-13:00, Monday March 9th-Friday March 13th 11:00-13:00 & 17:00-20:00, Saturday March 14th 17:00-20:00, Sunday March 15th 11:00-20:00 // Takis Kanellopoulos theater (Thessaloniki Cinema Museum)

The first modern performance of an ancient tragedy takes place at the ancient theater of Epidaurus on Sunday, September 11, 1938. Electra by Sophocles is directed by Dimitris Rondiris, with Katina Paxinou performing, Alexis Minotis addressing the camera, and A. Meletopoulos directing the documentary. The first aerial film shot over Athens and the Acropolis was filmed in 1918, piloted by Thanos Veloudios. Conductor Dimitris Mitropoulos wanders alone through the Acropolis as Nelly films him. Villar stages Wedding Under the Acropolis at the foot of the sacred rock, and film critic Vassilis Rafailidis comments on the surrealism of the choice. Three interwar documentaries are presented in an episode of the series Documentaries Through the Passage of Time by Lakis Papastathis (2009), from the ERT Archive. Thessaloniki’s waterfront at the beginning of the twentieth century; Venizelos attending a church service in 1910; farmers transporting supplies in 1916; the civil war raging as the Olympic flame departs for England in 1948; the Lefkada earthquake; the national elections of 1951; and later, in color, tourism footage from the 1960s in Athens, Corfu, Crete, and Thassos, all appear in reports and newsreels from the British Pathé archive. Together with Aristotelis Maragkos’s The Unknowing of Things, an original found-footage work commissioned by the Festival and in collaboration with the Greek State Archives, this is a program that brings together documents and archival materials to engage in dialogue with Greek history, as well as with the present and the future.

*Free admission. Duration: 1 hour. With Greek and English subtitles. 

Third Person (Plural)
Saturday March 7th // 13:00, 16:00, 19:00 // Takis Kanellopoulos theater (Thessaloniki Cinema Museum) 

The 28th Thessaloniki International Documentary Festival presents the film iteration version of the project Third Person (Plural), drawing on archival material. The installation version by visual artist Aikaterini Gegisian, featured in the multifaceted and subversive program “Wait… How Did We Get Here?” will be on view at the MOMUS-Experimental Center for the Arts through June 14, 2026. The program includes exhibitions, club nights, workshops, an artist residency, educational activities, and guided tours.

*Free admission

“Anarchiving Change”: The Biennale 9 View
Thursday March 12th-Saturday March 14th // Makedonikon 

Within the framework of its collaboration with MOMus-MOMus-Metropolitan Organisation of Museums of Visual Arts of Thessaloniki, the Festival welcomes a selection of eight films by Nadja Argyropoulou, the curator of the 9th Thessaloniki Biennale of Contemporary Art 2026, titled everything must change. RIS9. The eight films are the following: Before She Forgets Heliopolis by Valentin Noujaïm, Follow Them by Evi Kalogiropoulou, Koursal by Nikos Theodosiou, Opera Omnia by Valentin Noujaïm, Pacific Club by Valentin Noujaïm, The Sibyls by Lina Mangiacapre, Witchhammer by, “The Disease That Has No Cure”: Panos Koutrouboussis by Iraklis Mavroidis, Giorgos Mavroidis.

*Admission with ticket 

INSTALLATIONS

HeartBeat - Son cœur a trouvé sa cadence dans le silence des rencontres
Thursday March 5th-Sunday March 15 // Guardhouse (Pier A, Port of Thessaloniki) // 13:00-21:00

Conversing with the ΧR program in the Festival’s official selection, Immersive – All Around Cinema,a unique experience is presented during this year’s edition as an interactive installation. Αn immersive performance that explores human connection through the rhythm of the body. The installation HeartBeat - Son cœur a trouvé sa cadence dans le silence des rencontres creates a non-verbal encounter between two participants, who share their heartbeats in real time. Equipped with BPM sensors and insulated headphones, they sit facing one another in silence, hearing only the other’s pulse. Two illuminated spheres respond to their respective heart rates, visually reflecting moments of synchronization or divergence. Through this intimate exchange, the work transforms a universal biological rhythm into a language of emotion, presence, and connection.

*Free admission. Duration: 15 minutes. 

Greek Visions Pop-Up
Thursday March 5th-Monday March 9th // 12:00-20:00 // Ypsilon

Greek Visions presents a special pop-up event at Ypsilon, dedicated to the world of cinema. The space will feature limited-edition merch as well as unique creations inspired by the history and aesthetics of Greek cinema.

*Free admission

ACCESSIBLE SCREENINGS

Enhanced accessibility screening of the film Hercules, Acheloos, and My Granny by Dimitris Koutsiabasakos
Saturday March 7th // 13:00 // John Cassavetes

The 28th Thessaloniki International Documentary Festival presents a screening with enhanced accessibility, sponsored by Alpha Bank, of the award-winning documentary Hercules, Acheloos, and My Granny by Dimitris Koutsiabasakos. The film will be shown with Audio Description (AD) and Subtitles for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (SDH). For the first time, the Festival is also introducing film pictograms (FilmpiX), further enhancing the viewing experience for neurodiverse audiences. These graphic symbols, representing objects or concepts, provide an additional means of access for viewers who process visual-spatial information more easily than auditory or textual material. The screening will be sensory-friendly, with reduced sound and lighting levels to ensure that people on the autism spectrum can enjoy the film comfortably.

*Free admission upon issuing a zero-price ticket from the Festival counters. Tickets will become available one day prior to the event. 

Accessible screening of the film Etel Adnan: Words in Exile by Vouvoula Skoura
Sunday March 8th // 18:00 // Pavlos Zannas 

The 28th Thessaloniki International Documentary Festival presents an accessible screening of Etel Adnan: Words in Exile, sponsored by Alpha Bank, as part of a tribute to the work of Greek filmmaker Vouvoula Skoura. The film will be screened with audio description (AD) for blind and visually impaired audiences and with subtitles for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (SDH). This year, the Festival introduces an additional innovation for Etel Adnan: Words in Exile, which includes English, French, and Arabic alongside Greek. The film will be presented with audio description in Greek, while dubbing in four languages will be available through the description channel. The ADdub initiative opens new possibilities for visually impaired audiences to access and enjoy international productions.

*Free admission upon issuing a zero-price ticket from the Festival counters. Tickets will become available one day prior to the event. 

MUSIC EVENTS

Club Night: Club Metanoia
Saturday March 14th // 20:30-23:30 // MOMus-Experimental Center for the Arts - Warehouse B1, Pier A, Port of Thessaloniki

As part of the multifaceted and subversive program Wait...How Did We Get Here?, on view at the MOMUS-Experimental Center for the Arts through June 14, the evening will feature DJ and live sets by Ionoss, Apunanu, and Angel’s Corpse, as well as the performance Desbridar: Abrirse camino hacia una nueva boca by Post-Organic Bauplan (Josefina Maro × Salvador Marino), in collaboration with Oliver Torr and Tasya. The work explores the co-evolution of human bodies and robotic organisms through dance, live music, and lighting. More information and tickets are available at momus.gr or at the Museum reception desk.

*Admission to both the exhibition and the Club Night is free for accredited guests of the 28th Thessaloniki International Documentary Festival upon presentation of accreditation.

THRAX PUNKS live
Saturday March 14th // 22:30 // Stavros Tornes

Special screening of the film THRAX PUNKS KUZIN, directed by Γιώργος Σπυρίδης, followed
by a live performance by THRAX PUNKS.

*Admission with ticket

BOOK PRESENTATIONS

The Wandering Cinematographer
Friday 13th March // 17:00 // Green Room

The book The Wandering Cinematographer is the autobiography of Oscar-winning cinematographer Walter Lassally (1926–2017), published by Pyxida Publications and the Chania Film Festival. A man of action and cinema, Lassally was a central figure in the British New Wave and the Free Cinema movement. A pioneer in the use of natural lighting and lightweight cameras, he remained committed to low-budget independent productions throughout his career. In Greece, he gained international recognition through his close collaboration with Michael Cacoyannis, culminating in 1964 with the Academy Award for Best Cinematography for Zorba the Greek. Lassally was deeply connected to Chania, where he chose to spend much of his life and where he now rests. Speakers: Orestis Andreadakis, Artistic Director of the Thessaloniki Film Festival; Yannis Grosdanis, film critic; Kostas Mavrakakis, architect; and Giorgos Frentzos, filmmaker. Moderated by Matthaios Frantzeskakis, publisher, director of the Chania Film Festival.

*Free admission

SALONIKI by Yannis Karlopoulos
Saturday March 14th // 19:00 // Beetroot (8, Syggrou St)

In 2012, on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of Thessaloniki’s “liberation,” Yiannis Karlopoulos begins compiling an archive with postcards depicting the city from the beginnings of the 20th century until the ‘80s – ‘90s, when the use of postcards as a means of communication - however brief - began to decline. In parallel, he starts collecting and reading articles and books on history, literature, and even philosophy, and watching and listening to programs about the city of Thessaloniki, its history, and its life. Part of this archive of postcards is displayed in the book in chronological order. This arrangement serves a twofold purpose: the first is the linear narration of the history and development of a place. The second is to highlight the development of typography itself. The book is divided into four sections, based on the printing method used for postcards during each period. Beyond the different facades of a city that no longer exists, this book also presents a methodology that considers the history of visual technology as intertwined with the political and social context of a place. A tribute to the unseen craftsmen of this art form that is gradually fading away, and to the letter writers; French soldiers on the Macedonian Front, Thessaloniki’s Jews, Athenian excursionists, immigrants to America, tourists, friends, and relatives.

*Free admission. The book is released by Antipodes Publishing House and is presented as part of Beetroot's Tiny Talks series.

WORKSHOP

“From Fairytale to Practice: Disability, Cinema and Power”: Workshop by the Cool Crips
Saturday March 14th // 11:00-15:00 // Takis Kanellopoulos theater (Thessaloniki Cinema Museum)

Cool Crips is an organization founded by disabled people, who aim to make disability mainstream -on disabled people’s own terms- by adding a touch of coolness, sarcasm, and self-irony to everything they do. This workshop explores the relationship between disability, storytelling, and power in cinema, with particular emphasis on documentary film. Through a narrative parable, participants are invited to reconsider dominant narratives around disability and reflect on how representation shapes experiences of exclusion or participation. In the first part, stereotypical narratives are critically examined, while in the second part, participants move from analysis to practice, working in groups to design an accessible cultural project, such as a film screening or a shooting day. Who can attend: students, documentary filmmakers, cultural professionals, disabled and non-disabled people who wish to see cinema differently.

Maximum number of participants: 30. Free admission with registration. Simultaneous interpretation in the Greek Sign Language.

PERIPHERAL SCREENINGS

NextGen - Peripheral screenings for the children and youth 
Monday March 9th-Friday March 13th // “Christos Tsakiris” Municipal Theater & Closed Municipal Theater of Sykies

The 28th Thessaloniki International Documentary Festival, in collaboration with the Municipality of
Pavlos Melas and the Municipality of Neapoli-Sykies, presents films from the educational program
NextGen.

ONLINE SCREENINGS

Travelling With My Documentary Film 
Thursday March 5th-Sunday March 15th

The Thessaloniki International Documentary Festival is yet another year the springboard of Chania Film Festival’s educational initiative “Traveling with my Documentary Film.” Thirteen (out of the almost hundred) documentaries that have been created in the last few years through Chania Film Festival’s educational programs “cineLessons” and “True Stories / Cre-Doc,” are presented as a concrete program in four units, in the screening platform of the 28th Thessaloniki International Documentary Festival.

PARTIES

Opening Party // Future Draft Live - Dj set: Bellas
Thursday March 5th // 22:00 // Ypsilon (5, Edessis str.)

Future Draft is an electronic duo based in Thessaloniki, composed of Evangelos Sarmanas and Konstantinos Tachas. Formed in 2019, their sound moves between electro, acid, breakbeat, and techno, blending analog synthesizers, modular improvisation, and live sequencing. Since 2022, they have performed exclusively with dawless, fully analog setups, allowing greater spontaneity, intensity, and direct connection with the audience. In 2023, they collaborated with Stereo Nova on
a remix of the track “Iris,” released by Sky Vector Music.

Berlin to Thessaloniki Party - DJ: Street Outdoors
Friday March 6th // 22:00 // La Doze (1, Vilara str.) 

Party celebrating the screenings of two documentaries on Berlin’s club scene: KitKat Club – Kinks of Berlin and B-Movie: Lust & Sound in West Berlin in the Festival’s official selection.

Staff & Volunteers Party - DJ set: John Sivris
Monday March 9th // 22:00 // Barnum & Co. (5, Miltiadi Kountoura str.)

Agora Party
Wednesday March 11th // 22:00 // Bord de l’eau (45, Egnatia blvd.) 

International Program Party 
Thursday March 12th // 22:00 // Arcade (2, Vilara str.) 

Greek Program Party
Friday March 13th // 22:00 // Stereo (3-5, Dimarhou Vamvaka str.)

Greece Goes Modern is not only Mimis Plessas’s legendary album but also the inspiration behind a vibrant DJ project by Andreas Mitrelis (Veego Records) and Christos Sotiropoulos (Mono Record Store). Their joint sets are more than just entertaining. They’re nostalgic, educational, and deeply celebratory of Greek music across the decades. Blending pop sensibilities with timeless melodies, the duo curates tracks that span generations: from Marinella and Aleka Kanellidou to Michalis Rakintzis, Pan Pan, The Olympians, Rififi, Kore Ydro, Vlassis Bonatsos, Eleni Dimou, and Nalyssa Green. From the groovy shakes of the 1960s and the unapologetic hits of the 1980s to the rock of the 1990s and today’s Greek pop and rap, Greece Goes Modern is a danceable journey through the country’s musιcal evolution, one that brings back memories while keeping the rhythm of the present alive.

Closing Party & OSCARS® Night
Sunday March 15th // 22:00 // Olympion

The Thessaloniki International Documentary Festival celebrates cinema with a special Oscars® Night at Olympion, beginning with the screening of the Academy Award–nominated documentary Mr. Nobody Against Putin by David Borenstein, co-directed by Pavel “Pasha” Talankin. The screening will be followed by an Oscar-themed party across the Olympion complex, featuring DJ sets inspired by film soundtracks, themed cocktails, Fischer beer, and Jameson Black Barrel. Optional black tie is encouraged for those who wish to add a touch of glamour to the evening. The evening continues with the live broadcast of the 98th OSCARS® ceremony from Los Angeles, presented in collaboration with the Festival’s Grand Sponsor, COSMOTE TELEKOM, and broadcast in Greece exclusively on COSMOTE TV, the only Greek network present on the Oscars® red carpet. Recognized by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences as an Oscars®-eligible festival, the Thessaloniki International Documentary Festival offers its International Competition winner the opportunity to be considered for the Academy Award for Best Documentary.

*Free admission on a first-come-first served basis. The closing film will end around 22:00 and the live broadcast will begin at 22:30.
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